Written by popular author and blogger Sophie Hudson,
this beautiful journaling devotional reminds you that Jesus is
your All in All—over all, through all, and in all that you do.
As you dig in to Sophie’s words and wit, you’ll better understand the freedom that comes from a life filled with Jesus,
wherever you are. Each of the 100 devotions is followed by
journaling prompts that will keep you thinking and help
you grab all the goodness He has waiting for you.
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Through her books and her popular blog, BooMama.net, she offers
encouragement in the everyday, joy-filled moments of life. A devoted
fan of pajama pants, Sophie loves cheering at college football games
and watching entire seasons of TV shows in record time. She lives
with her husband and son in Birmingham, Alabama.
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Wherever you are,
let Jesus be

Day 10
At some point in your life, you’re going to make choices that seem weird

to other people. It might be that you start a non-profit while you’re still
in high school, or you delay starting college so you can spend a few years
serving refugees overseas, or you walk away from a lucrative career so that
you can go to culinary school. The when really isn’t the important part. The
important part is that you will tell people about your “weird” decision, and
regardless of their reactions you will stand firm and be courageous enough
to follow through with what you know is the right choice.
Because underneath all the seemingly weird, you know beyond a
shadow of a doubt that it’s where the Lord has led you.
Take David and Goliath, for instance.
For starters, David initially went to the Israelites’ army camp on an
errand for his father. He was supposed to take a few items to his brothers
and then deliver some cheese.
Hi. I’m the unlikely future king of Israel. Can I interest you in some cheese?
(I know that’s not really what happened.)
(But for some reason it delights me.)
(And it’s also a great reminder that God sometimes places lifechanging events in the middle of the most mundane chores.)
But after David got to camp (with the cheese!), Goliath challenged
the Israelites, and David declared that he’d fight the giant and defend
Israel (weird decision #1). Saul tried to talk David out of battling the
giant, but David made a passionate case that he was the man for the job.
Eventually Saul relented and proceeded with the natural next step: he
clothed David with his armor. After all, David had served as Saul’s armor
bearer, so David actually wearing that armor probably seemed like a pretty
logical progression.
There was only one problem.
David didn’t want to wear Saul’s helmet or breastplate. He didn’t
want to carry his sword. In fact, he went to Saul and said, “I can’t walk in
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these. . . . I’m not used to them” (1 Samuel 17:39). And he took them off
(weird decision #2).
In the end David went with what he knew: a staff, five smooth stones,
and a slingshot (if you’re keeping score at home, that’s weird decision #3).
It wasn’t the most sophisticated line of defense, but David knew that it
was exactly how he needed to face his foe. He knew it would give him the
best shot at defeating Goliath.
Our big takeaway? Contrary to what we tell ourselves, we don’t all have
to “suit up” the same. Decisions that seem weird to others are A-OK when
they come with the Lord’s covering. The Holy Spirit leads us individually.
We need to be so careful that we don’t fall into the trap of feeling like
serving God requires following somebody else’s formula, you know?
Because at the end of the day, weird is relative, but obedience is
essential.
So talk to God. And listen. He’ll let you know if your weird is just
weird or just right.
Read

l 17:41–50.
1 Samue

1. Can you think of a decision you’ve made that, at first glance, might
seem strange to others? Explain.

2. What are the benefits to “resting in the weird,” so to speak? What’s
the upside of obedience—even if other people don’t understand?
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Day 11

3. Do you ever feel pressured to “go along to get along”? Why is it
sometimes so difficult to go against the grain?

T

4. Write out Isaiah 30:21.

Today’s Prayer
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his past Sunday was sort of a yuck day in our house. A big
misunderstanding was in the works before I’d even started to drink my
first cup of coffee, and our family had barely started to address the issue
when everything ramped up to a full-fledged disagreement. By that point,
our “spirited fellowship” had kept us from making it to church, I had cried
so much that there was no point in wearing eye make-up, and at least two
of us were wondering if there was any way to salvage the day.
Here’s what I wanted to do: stay in my pajamas forever.
Here’s what we did: met two families from our small group for lunch.
Even though we didn’t necessarily feel like it. And it turned out to be such
a good decision.
Here’s why:
As we sat around the table and shared chips and salsa and cheese dip
and conversation, my family began talking about how our morning had
taken a nosedive. And as we shared a few of the details that were starting
to become funny (but only in the sense of Oh sweet mercy—remember when
we nearly lost our minds over this about three hours ago?), our friends listened
with zero judgment and condemnation. Instead, they said things like,
“Hey, we’ve been there” and “We understand. It happens to everybody.”
They jumped in with support and affirmation, and as a result of that,
they removed our initial embarrassment about, you know, MISSING
CHURCH BECAUSE WE WERE ARGUING.
I’ve thought a lot about what happened that Sunday, not because I
want to venture into family counseling (oh, heavens no), but because the
Lord taught me a good lesson about moving forward after conflict—no
matter what our stage of life might be.
It’s so easy—and probably pretty common—to take those less-thanperfect moments from family life and try to hide them out of sight. But
whether it’s an argument with someone we love, a moment when we’ve
been caught acting less than our best, a gigantor misunderstanding with a
sibling, or a time when we’ve felt a little bit betrayed, we really can bounce
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